April 29, 2014

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, extra,
extra, read all about it. The Repub-
licans have released their new agenda
for the spring.

Well, let’s just take a look at what
their legislative priorities are for the
months ahead.

Unemployment insurance extension?
No.

Equal pay for equal work for women?
No.

Increase in the minimum wage? No.

Comprehensive immigration reform?
No.

In short, their plan offers no invest-
ment in infrastructure and education,
no attempt to create jobs, and no pro-
posal to help people achieve the Amer-
ican Dream.

They can claim to be like Thomas
Jefferson, but this plan reflects noth-
ing that I have ever read about Thomas
Jefferson.

So let’s honor and value hard work
by setting a real agenda—a new agenda
that truly gives everyone a chance at
the American Dream.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——————

GOLD MEDAL TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT OF 2014

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4488) to make technical correc-
tions to two bills enabling the presen-
tation of congressional gold medals,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4488

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Gold Medal
Technical Corrections Act of 2014"".

SEC. 2. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO AN ACT
THAT AUTHORIZES PRESENTATION
OF A CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
TO DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.,
AND CORETTA SCOTT KING.

Section 2 of Public Law 108-368 is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking all before ‘‘to present” and
inserting the following: ‘‘(a) PRESENTATION
AUTHORIZED.—The Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tem-
pore of the Senate are authorized’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘(posthumously)’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:
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“‘(c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal in honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., and Coretta Scott King under sub-
section (a), the gold medal shall be given to
the Smithsonian Institution, where it shall
be available for display as appropriate and
made available for research.

‘“(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
shall make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display, particu-
larly at the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, or for loan as
appropriate so that it may be displayed else-
where, particularly at other appropriate lo-
cations associated with the lives of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and Coretta Scott
King.”.

SEC. 3. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO AN ACT
THAT AUTHORIZES PRESENTATION
OF A CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL
COLLECTIVELY TO THE MONTFORD
POINT MARINES, UNITED STATES
MARINE CORPS.

Section 2 of Public Law 112-59 is amended
by adding at the end the following:

“‘(¢c) SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Following the award of
the gold medal in honor of the Montford
Point Marines, United States Marine Corps
under subsection (a), the gold medal shall be
given to the Smithsonian Institution, where
it shall be available for display as appro-
priate and made available for research.

‘“(2) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Smithsonian Institution
shall make the gold medal received under
paragraph (1) available for display, particu-
larly at the National Museum of African
American History and Culture, or for loan as
appropriate so that it may be displayed else-
where, particularly at other appropriate lo-
cations associated with the Montford Point
Marines.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and submit extraneous material
for the RECORD on H.R. 4488, which is
currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4488, the Gold Medal Technical
Corrections Act of 2014, introduced by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) and Ms. BROWN of Florida.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation seeks to
make minor technical corrections to
allow the actual awarding of two Con-
gressional Gold Medals authorized in
previous Congresses. The first medal
was awarded to Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Coretta Scott King. The other
medal was awarded to the pioneering
Montford Point Marines of World War
II.

For different reasons, there are now
no statutorily designated recipients of
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the medals. As has often happened in
the past with such medals, they will be
given to the Smithsonian Institution,
where they will be available for dis-
play, research, or loan, as appropriate,
to sites significant to their honorees.

Importantly, in the case of both
these medals, the sense of Congress is
expressed that one place that would be
very appropriate to display either or
both of these medals is at the new Na-
tional Museum of African American
History and Culture, now under con-
struction literally just down the street.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. It
is a bipartisan bill. I ask for its imme-
diate passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of
H.R. 4488. I would like to thank my col-
league across the aisle for his support.
I would also like to thank the Honor-
able JOHN LEWIS for being a sponsor of
this legislation.

This is important legislation, as it
does embrace two Congressional Gold
Medals that have already been award-
ed.

As fate would have it, Mr. LEWIS was
the original sponsor of the bill award-
ing the Congressional Gold Medal to
Ms. Coretta Scott King and the Honor-
able Dr. Martin Luther King. Both of
them are honorable people.

I would also say that Mr. LEWIS has
been a champion for human rights and
civil rights. It is very difficult to have
him in your presence and not acknowl-
edge all that he has done.

So, today, I am honored to support
the Gold Medical Technical Correc-
tions Act of 2014.

I am also honored to mention one
other colleague, the Honorable CORRINE
BROWN. She worked on the bill that ac-
corded a Congressional Gold Medal to
the Montford Point Marines of the
United States Marine Corps. She was
an original sponsor of this legislation.
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These two giants have brought us
this far. It will take this legislation to
take us the final steps along the way.

The legislation merely indicates
where these Congressional Gold Medals
may be displayed. It seems to do what
we could have done earlier, but we have
found that it is not too late to do now.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I am hon-
ored to yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Georgia,
the Honorable JOHN LEWIS, our civil
rights icon right here in the United
States House of Representatives.

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank the gentleman from Texas for
yielding, and I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for all of his
work on this legislation.

I would like to thank the chair and
ranking member of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee and all of their staff
for their strong support of the legisla-
tion.
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This bill is very simple. It simply en-
sures that these medals are displayed
at the Smithsonian’s National Museum
of African American History and Cul-
ture, which opens next year.

In 2004, Congress passed bipartisan
legislation to grant the Congressional
Gold Medal to Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and Mrs. Coretta Scott King. I in-
troduced the House bill, and my good
friend, Senator CARL LEVIN, sponsored
the Senate companion.

The legislation passed in the House
and Senate by voice vote. Unfortu-
nately, a couple of years later, my good
friend, Coretta Scott King, passed
away. She was a beautiful and strong
spirit and, like her husband, a national
treasure.

They were heroes, breaking down
barriers, opening doors, fighting injus-
tice across our country, and building
bridges around the world. It is only fit-
ting that this congressional tribute is
on exhibit to the world in a permanent
national memorial.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank the bipartisan leadership and
staff for all of their good and great
work in support of this commonsense
legislation.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I am so honored to be a part of this,
and I would thank, again, the Honor-
able JOHN LEWIS for his efforts to not
only accord the Congressional Gold
Medals to Dr. King and Mrs. King, but
also his efforts to make sure that they
are properly located, so that they can
be displayed properly.

I would also want to, again, reiterate
the efforts of the Honorable CORRINE
BROWN, with reference to the Montford
Point Marines of the United States Ma-
rine Corps. I believe this bill is one
that can be embraced by all of our col-
leagues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

At this point, we have no other
speakers. I, again, would just like to
thank my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle for joining us with the
sponsoring of this legislation; Mr.
LEWIS, not only for legislation that is
on the floor today, but for your his-
toric work on behalf of civil rights
prior to coming to Congress as well.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | have
been an elected official for nearly 32 years,
and one of the proudest moments | have ex-
perienced in all my years was when this
House passed the bill to grant a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the Montford Point Ma-
rines. When the bill granting the Gold Medal
passed, all of the Members of Congress hon-
ored the Marines with a standing ovation for
their service, their bravery, and their dedica-
tion to preserving freedom and democracy for
our nation and the world.

| was pleased to work with Marine Com-
mandant General James F. Amos, who put his
office and staff behind the Gold Medal and in
only 4 months, we went from introduction to
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public law, granting that Gold Medal. There
were 308 cosponsors on the bill and it passed
unanimously by a vote of 422-0.

When | was first elected to Congress, | re-
quested to be a member of the Veterans Af-
fairs Committee. And today, as the second
most senior Democrat on the Committee, | be-
lieve it is my duty to continue to do everything
| can to assist the members of our armed
forces.

So for me, it was more than an honor to
sponsor a Resolution to recognize the service
and sacrifice of the Montford Point Marines,
and acknowledge today’s United States Ma-
rine Corps as an excellent opportunity for the
advancement of people of all races, which in
large part is due to the service and example
of the original Montford Point Marines.

Years before Jackie Robinson, and decades
before Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr.,
these heroes joined the Marines to defend our
great nation. Fighting racism both at home
and in the armed forces, as well as enemies
abroad, these men persevered and protected
this nation when it mattered most.

These African Americans from all States
were not sent to the traditional boot camps in
Parris Island, South Carolina and Sari Diego,
California. Instead, African American Marines
were segregated, and went through basic
training at Camp Montford Point near the New
River in Jacksonville, North Carolina.

We must honor these war heroes’ selfless
service and sacrifice. They answered our na-
tion’s call at a time when our society was
deeply divided along racial lines. Because of
this, many of their contributions went unrecog-
nized and many times they were not given the
respect and recognition they deserved as Ma-
rines, as Americans, and as patriots. To cor-
rect this past injustice, we honor the Monford
Point Marines, and this Gold Medal will forever
anchor their role in the history of our nation’s
great military.

| am reminded of the words of the first
President of the United States, George Wash-
ington, whose words are worth repeating at
this time:

The willingness with which our young peo-
ple are likely to serve in any war, no matter
how justified, shall be directly proportional
as to how they perceive the veterans of ear-
lier wars were treated and appreciated by
their country.

Thank you all for your service.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
GARRETT) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4488.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 627) to provide for the issuance of
coins to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the establishment of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 627

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Park Service 100th Anniversary Commemo-
rative Coin Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) In 1916, Congress established the Na-
tional Park Service as a bureau within the
Department of the Interior to administer
America’s great national parks and monu-
ments as a unified National Park System.

(2) From 1916 to the present, the National
Park System has grown from 37 park units
with 6,000,000 acres of land in the western
United States to more than 395 units with
84,000,000 acres of land in nearly all States
and territories.

(3) The responsibilities of the National
Park Service have grown to include—

(A) managing national historic trails and
national scenic trails;

(B) administering wild and scenic rivers;

(C) recognizing America’s most significant
historic resources through the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places and the National His-
toric Landmark program;

(D) providing historic preservation grants;
and

(E) assisting communities in meeting their
preservation, conservation, and recreation
needs.

(4) The National Park Service Organic Act
of 1916, which established the National Park
Service, remains the preeminent law guiding
the management of parks and articulating
the Service’s core mission, ‘“‘to conserve the
scenery and the natural and historic objects
and the wild life therein and to provide for
the enjoyment of the same in such manner
and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future gen-
erations”.

(56) The 100th anniversary of the National
Park Service in 2016 will be an occasion to
celebrate a century of American vision and
achievement in identifying and preserving
our Nation’s special places for the benefit of
everyone and the culmination of 100 years of
accomplishment by the National Park Serv-
ice’s employees, partners, and volunteers. It
will also mark the beginning of the organiza-
tion’s second century of service to the Amer-
ican people as environmental leaders and
vigilant stewards of the Nation’s treasured
places and stories.

(6) Coins commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the National Park Service will
bring national and international attention
to the National Park System and to the leg-
acy Congress left in 1916 when it established
a Federal agency to ensure the protection of
our Nation’s most treasured natural and cul-
tural resources for all time.

(7) The proceeds from a surcharge on the
sale of commemorative coins will assist the
financing of the needs of the National Park
Service’s parks and programs, helping to en-
sure that our Nation’s great natural and cul-
tural resources will endure for generations
to come.

SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue the
following coins:

(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 100,000 $5
coins, which shall—

(A) weigh 8.359 grams;

(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and

(C) contain 90 percent gold and 10 percent
alloy.
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